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$311 MILLION FOR NSW ARTS, CULTURE & SCREEN 
SECTORS 

 

Transforming major cultural institutions and investing in regional public libraries will 
spearhead a $311 million Arts budget for 2014-15 delivered by the NSW Liberals & 
Nationals Government.  
 
Minister for the Arts Troy Grant said the Budget balances the significant 
infrastructure needs of the landmark cultural institutions with a strong investment in 
exciting new programs and talent in the State’s arts, culture and screen sectors. 
 
“The Australian Museum will receive $4.7 million over two years to transform the 
gallery and a further $2.5 million will support dramatic new changes including a new 
main entrance from William Street, relocating the café to the roof, and new major 
gallery space on the College Street side,” Mr Grant said.  
 
“The funding will also support planning to improve access to the Museum’s 
outstanding collections and provide exhibition galleries to accommodate major 
travelling international blockbuster exhibitions. 
 
“The new Public Library Infrastructure Fund continues the NSW Liberals & Nationals 
Government’s strong support for public libraries, and will provide $15 million over 
four years via a competitive grants program.” 
 
More than $252 million has been allocated to the major cultural institutions, while 
artists, performers, professional arts and cultural workers and organisations will have 
access to the $48 million Arts and Cultural Development Program. 
 
“The NSW Government is determined to maintain the leadership position we 
currently enjoy in the arts, cultural and screen sectors, and that means supporting 
creative excellence and innovation across regional, suburban and metropolitan parts 
of NSW,” Mr Grant said. 
 
“Screen NSW will receive nearly $10 million to support the development production 
of screen projects in NSW, and market NSW as Australia’s premier screen 
production destination. 
 
“Regional activity will be funded through the Aboriginal Regional Arts Fund, 
Performing Arts Touring, Regional Capital, Regional Partnerships and Regional 
Theatres categories in the Arts and Cultural Development Program.  
 
“Funding will be directed towards delivering projects and programs with the greatest 
impact and value for the people of NSW, wherever they live.” 
 
 



 
 
 
The investment in cultural institutions includes: 

 $49 million for infrastructure upgrades to cultural institutions including the 

Sydney Opera House, Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (Powerhouse 

Museum), and State Library of NSW; 

 $14 million to advance the plans for the Sydney Opera House renewal project; 

 $11 million to enable the Art Gallery of NSW to proceed with the next stages 

of planning for major works. 

 
Arts and Cultural Development Program highlights include: 

 $11.3 million for the State’s 11 major performing arts companies including the 

Australian Ballet, Sydney Theatre Company and Bangarra Dance Theatre; 

 $6.2 million to support the State’s major arts festivals - Sydney Festival, 

Sydney Writers’ Festival and Biennale of Sydney; 

 $1.8 million to key visual arts and craft organisations including Artspace 

Visual Arts Centre, the Australian Centre for Photography and the Australian 

Design Centre; 

 $5.1 million in continuing support for the Museum of Contemporary Arts and 

Carriageworks; and 

 $2 million to the State’s 14 Regional Arts Boards to support sustainable arts 

and cultural development in regional NSW. 

 
For more information on the NSW Government’s support for the arts, cultural and 
screen sectors, visit www.arts.nsw.gov.au and www.screen.nsw.gov.au  
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